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extreme party in Rome convinced that the French were
only playing for time before making another assault,
who regarded him as an enemy, and were not above
attempting his assassination. Warning came from a
man whose life he had saved in Spain. It was the day
following an interview which De Lesseps had had with
the French residents in Rome. As he was leaving a
conference with the Triumvirs to set out for the French
Embassy this man came rushing up to him with his
hair flying in the wind and exclaiming: "M. de
Lesseps, I am in time, as you have not started. Yester-
day, when you came down from the room where you
had got the Frenchmen together, three men came close
up to you. You of course thought that they were your
compatriots, and one of them put out his hand. You
took it, and then turned round. Well, the man who
shook hands with you will do so again to-day, and then
the one beside him, who was watching your movements,
will cut your throat, as was done with Rossi."
This was serious news. There was no absolute
necessity for De Lesseps to go to the Embassy, so he sent
M. de la Tour d'Auvergne in his stead, having first
put his informant on oath that his substitute would
run no risk. He was by no means easy, however,
especially when his deputy seemed a long time return-
ing. It was then .that Prince Wolkonsky, the Russian
Charge* d'Affaires, arrived, and said to him: " When
you assembled your compatriots yesterday—I hope you
will forgive me for what I am going to say, but we are
obliged to keep our Governments informed of all that
is important—I took advantage of my familiarity with
the Embassy Curing the time that your predecessor, the

